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The ofcial newsletter of the Southside beekeepers club.

SOUTHSIDE BEEKEEPERS MISSION STATEMENT
We work to ensure a thriving and sustainable
beekeeping industry. To this end we advocate for
beekeepers’ interests, support honey bee health,
research, deliver practical training, education,
mentoring and information
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NEXT CLUB MEETING
7pm Wed 24th October 2018
Monterey Secondary College,
Silvertop Street, Frankston North

PRESIDENTS REPORT
rd

The social committee are well into the planning
for the Xmas Party, the invitations are out today
and please make a booking on the internet
asap OR BRING CASH AT THE NEXT
MEETING. It will be such a BUZZ of a night.
Start planning your fun outt now and BEE
there or BEE square.

Welcome to the 3 edition of The Sting and
thank all of the contributors, please continue to
contribute your ideas and articles.
Last months meeting had a record 150
members attending which out grew our
meeting room and next month we are in the
gymnasium.

The club's nancial position is very strong,
membership is increasing, and swarm
collections are very busy with $60.00 per
swarm money returned to the club and many
new colonies are being supplied to our
members.

It is with great pleasure that the committee
elected apiarist Steven Rose & Mark Collier to
our committee. Steven is a web site developer
and Mark as you know is our printer & graphic
designer.

We are planning next years program and will
be including many casual events at our apiary
as well as a rewritten intermediary Bee course.

Bee keeping classes successfully resumed on
th
th
the 6 Oct and the class for 27 Oct is
completely booked. We are now taking
bookings for a Sunday class on the 18th Nov.

Suggestions are very welcome.

th

On the 30 Sept 50 people enjoyed a family
bbq on a lovely sunny day and we were so
pleased for the input and ideas coming from
you our members on the day.

On a sad note I would like to covey the clubs
deepest condolences to Allan and Susan Opie
for your families loss of your son Dennis on 2nd
October.

The hives from the Briars are now installed at
our apiary at Monterey SC but unfortunately
are in poor condition. Both frames and bees
including a queen have been stolen. We are in
the process of re-establishing the hives.

Lastly I wish to specially thank our committee
for their amazing commitment to the club over
the past few months.
Allan W Evans - President
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UPCOMING EVENTS PROGRAM

Ofce Bearers
President
Allan W Evans
Allan@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

DATE
Wed 24th Oct

ACTIVITY
Monthly meeting 7pm Monterey SC

Vice President Graeme Gill
Graeme@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Sat 27th Oct

Intro to Bee keeping Course 9-4pm
(fully booked)

Secretary
Susie Kirkham
susie@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Wed 7th Nov

Nov Committee Meeting

Committee Members

Sun 18th Nov

Intro to Bee keeping course 9-4pm

Cynthia Cameron
cynthia@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Wed 21st Nov Box and Frame Building Demonstration
Wed 28th Nov Monthly meeting 7pm Monterey SC

Gary Davies
gary@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
Jerome Nehrybecki
jerome@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

Sat 1st Dec

Bee Cub Xmas Party Monterey SC

Sat 8th Dec

Bunnings Charity BBQ

Wed 12th Dec Dec Committee Meeting

James Warner
james@southsidebeekeepers.com.au

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Mark Collier
markc@newartworx.com.au

Our committee meetings are held on the
second Wednesday of each month except Jan.
Members are always welcome but please call
club phone for meeting arrangements.

Steven Rose

Southside Beekeepers Meetings
We meet at Monterey Secondary College,
Silvertop Street, Frankston North 3200

EXTRACTOR HIRE
Extractors are now available at 3 locations.
Dion Riches at Safety Beach 0417 292 269
Allan Evans at Pearcedale 010474801554

7pm 4th Wednesday of each month

Contact Info
M: 0413 104191

This Month’s JOKE.

Postal Address
PO Box 3008 Frankston East VIC 3199

Q:
A:

Post box emptied monthly

The Sting
Editor Susie Kirkham
susie@southsidebeekeepers.com.au
Copy for The Sting must be received by the 15th
of each month.

https://www.facebook.com/southsidebeekeepersclub/
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What did the Confused Bee Say?
“To BEE or Not To BEE”

Club’s Swarm Collection
James Warner and Allan Evans had the fun of
collecting a very large swarm of about 50,000
bees. This was at a residential house at
Beaumaris.
The swarm was about 1500 mm in length. A
very long ladder and a light weight box was
used for retrieval.
It is being colonized at Allan’s before being
transferred to a member on the swarm list.
The club phone has been incredibly busy with
queries and swarms, one day last week there
was 18 enquires.

Club’s Family BBQ
50 people had a wonderful time exnjoying
sausages and getting to know each other at
the club’s Family BBQ, there was lots of lively
bee chatter and ideas shared by all.

Mia (Dot May’s Granddaughter) having a
busy buzzy time at the Clubs Family BBQ.
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Club Vice President Graeme Gill at the Bunnings Spring Trade Day

Bunnings Spring Trade Day
Bunnings Spring Trade day at Keysborough and Frankston was of great interest to customers with
our live bee display.
Our new mascot arrived but needs a name.
PLEASE PLACE YOUR SUGGESTION IN THE NUC BOX AS YOU ENTER THIS MONTHS
MEETING.
Winning name will be in next months Sting.
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Our Bee Club Member and Landscape Designer of Diggers Seeds
Keith Edwards Will Recommend Bee Friendly Planting.
SPRING and into early SUMMER.

Leptospermum laevigatum Copyright Stephen Bain Wikipedia creative commons licence

Driving around the streets here, on the
Mornington Peninsula, it’s very easy to see
where and what our bees are collecting nectar
from. Early Spring sees our Native Tea Tree,
Leptospermum laevigatum in full bloom, along
with our version of the NZ Manuka,
Leptospermum scoparium, with its long
weeping branches full of white blossom. Most
of the local gum trees have nished owering,
and most of the available nectar would have
gone to the masses of Rainbow Lorikeets that
have called the Mornington Peninsula home.
Lots of the introduced and (in my opinion)
overplanted Manchurian Pears are also in full
ower, providing a source of nectar for the
bees.

tiny wasp that crawls in through a tiny opening
at the base of the g and pollinates the ower
inside.
Once the tree and shrub owering is nished, I
will then have available for my bees, perennial
plant species to provide a source of nectar for
the next 10 months.
Perennials are short lived plants, (3,5,7 years)
that are trying to replicate themselves to
ensure their genes are passed into future
generations. They will produce ower heads
that the bee will pollinate, and they will be
followed by more and more owers, and if you
remove these pollinated ower heads they will
keep on producing more and more owers.
This can be repeated up until the Autumn
equinox, which is March 20th. The sap ow
changes after this period and plants will no
longer respond to pruning, rather taking their
natural course to winter. This does not mean
they will no longer ower, rather they will no
longer produce new ower stems, instead they
will repeat ower on the old stems with some
varieties such as many of the Salvias carrying
these stems right into late August/September.

At home, the various fruit trees have begun to
ower sequentially starting with the nectarines,
closely followed by the peaches, the blood
plums, then the European plums. Next are the
apricots, the cherries, the avocados, the citrus
family and nearly last of all, the apples and
pears which, as I write this, are just starting to
come into bloom. The Fig trees have also
owered, but have you ever seen a ower on a
g tree? Probably not, as these are not bee
pollinated, but instead they are pollinated by a
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Introductory Bee Courses Bee Courses At Monterey SC
Sat 27th Oct

9am – 4pm Introduction to Beekeeping - BOOKED OUT

Sun 18th Nov

9am-4pm Introduction to Beekeeping bookings via website or call James on
0434 274 586
Morning and afternoon tea provided
Members $100 or - Non-members $180 includes club membership
Please bring a bee suit or call James to loan one

NEW CLASS
21st Nov

7PM – 9PM BOX and FRAME MAKING DEMONSTRATION
Gavin, Will and Allan are to show you their building techniques. This is limited to
20 members.
Venue - Monterey S C Woodworking Centre
Cost - $25.00 includes coffee/tea/biscuits
Book - James 0434 274 586
PLEASE NOTE All proceeds going to a scholarship at Monterey. S.C.

This Month’s Recipe

Easy Chocolate Almond cake
Ingredients
4 eggs
1/2 cup honey
1 cup almond our (ground almonds)
1/2 cup cocoa unsweetened
1/2 tsp baking powder
Salt
1 tsp vanilla extract

Method
Whisk eggs, honey and vanilla well. Gently
Fold in dry ingredients. The batter will be quite
thin. Place in a cake tin and cook in an oven @
200°C for 35 minutes. Leave to cool.
Serve with plain yoghurt.
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Our Club Sponsors
We would like to give a great thank
you to our wonderful sponsors:
Bunnings

Frankston City Council

Coles Supermarket

Monterey Secondary College

Liquorland
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BUSINESS ON THE BUZZ
Ads to members free! Max 50 words and one photo.
FOUNDATION SHEETS FOR SALE
Box of 30 foundation sheets $54.95
Pickup Frankston
Will
9770 1111
Please submit your ads to Susie@southsidebeekeepers.com.au by the 15th of each month to
ensure you make the next edition of The Sting.
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